
Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2023/24 

We acknowledge as the members of· 

HADLOW PARISH COUNCIL 

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for 
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with 
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2024, that 

Agreed 

'Yes ' means that this authonty. 

1. We have put 1n place arrangements for effective financial 
management during the year, and for the preparallon of 
the accounllng statements 

2. We maintained an adequate system of internal control 
including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud 
and corrupbon and reviewed its effectiveness. 

3. We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves 
Iha! !here are no matters of actual or potential 
non-compliance with laws regulations and Proper 
Practices that could have a significant financial effect 
on the ability of this authority to conduct ,ts 
business or manage its finances. 

4. We provided proper opportunity durir,g the year •or 
the exercise of electors nghts in accordance w,lh the 
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 

5. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this 
authority and took appropr>ate sleps to manage those 
risks Including the 1ntroduct,on of internal controls and/or 
external Insurance cover where required. 

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and 
effective system of internal audit of the accoun~ng 
records and control systems 

7 We took appropriate action on all matters raised 
in reports from internal and elttemal audit 

8. We considered whether any litigation. llabilltles or 
commitments events or transactions, occurring either 
dunng or after the year-end. have a financial impac1 on 
this authority and where approprlale have Included them 
1n the accounling statements 

9. (For local councils only) Trust funds including 
charitable In our capacity as the sole managing 
trustee we discharged our accountab~ity 
responsibilities for the fund(s)lassets. 1nclud1ng 
financial reporting and. 1f ~uired independent 
examinabon or audi t 

1 prepared Its accounting statements m accordance 
with tne Accounts and Audtl Ragula/ions. 

made prooer arrangements and accepl!:d respans,bility 
for safeguarding the public money and resources ,n 
,ts charge 

has only done what ,t has the legal power to do and Ms 
comp/led wrth Proper Practices In doing so 

dunng the year gave afl persons ,ntare,sted the opporlumty to 
inspect and ask ques/lons about this authority's accounts. 1 see.. , , ,q~A,t..l t ll,(t!rHAt,.o I\ 
considered and documented the ffnanclal and other r,sks ,r 
fs<:es and dean with them properly 

arranged for a competent oerson. independent of the financ,al 
controls and procedures. to gi,e an ob1ect,ve view on whether 
internal controls meet the needs of this smaller authonly 

responded to marlers brought to its attention by mtem!II end 
extemel audit 

d lsc/osad eve,yrhing ,t should have about lls business activity 
during the year including events taking place after tile year 
end ,t relevant 

has met afl of ,ts respons,b,lities where. as 9 body 
corporate ii ,s a sole managmg trustee of a local 
trusi or trusts 

• Please provide explanations to the externa l auditor on a separate sheet for each 'No' response and describe 
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual 
Governance Statemenl 

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a 
meeting of the authority on· 

Signed by the Chatr and Clerk of the meeting where 
approval was given· 

13/05/2024 

and recorded as minute reference Chair 

4730 {J) C lerk 

https://hadlowpc.co.uk 

Annual Governance and Accountab11tty Return 2023/24 Form 3 
Local Councils. Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities· 

Page 4 of 6 

Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2023/24 

We acknowledge as the members of· 

HADLOW PARISH COUNCIL 

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for 
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with 
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2024, that 

Agreed 

'Yes ' means that this authonty. 

1. We have put 1n place arrangements for effective financial 
management during the year, and for the preparallon of 
the accounllng statements 

2. We maintained an adequate system of internal control 
including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud 
and corrupbon and reviewed its effectiveness. 

3. We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves 
Iha! !here are no matters of actual or potential 
non-compliance with laws regulations and Proper 
Practices that could have a significant financial effect 
on the ability of this authority to conduct ,ts 
business or manage its finances. 

4. We provided proper opportunity durir,g the year •or 
the exercise of electors nghts in accordance w,lh the 
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 

5. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this 
authority and took appropr>ate sleps to manage those 
risks Including the 1ntroduct,on of internal controls and/or 
external Insurance cover where required. 

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and 
effective system of internal audit of the accoun~ng 
records and control systems 

7 We took appropriate action on all matters raised 
in reports from internal and elttemal audit 

8. We considered whether any litigation. llabilltles or 
commitments events or transactions, occurring either 
dunng or after the year-end. have a financial impac1 on 
this authority and where approprlale have Included them 
1n the accounling statements 

9. (For local councils only) Trust funds including 
charitable In our capacity as the sole managing 
trustee we discharged our accountab~ity 
responsibilities for the fund(s)lassets. 1nclud1ng 
financial reporting and. 1f ~uired independent 
examinabon or audi t 

1 prepared Its accounting statements m accordance 
with tne Accounts and Audtl Ragula/ions. 

made prooer arrangements and accepl!:d respans,bility 
for safeguarding the public money and resources ,n 
,ts charge 

has only done what ,t has the legal power to do and Ms 
comp/led wrth Proper Practices In doing so 

dunng the year gave afl persons ,ntare,sted the opporlumty to 
inspect and ask ques/lons about this authority's accounts. 1 see.. , , ,q~A,t..l t ll,(t!rHAt,.o I\ 
considered and documented the ffnanclal and other r,sks ,r 
fs<:es and dean with them properly 

arranged for a competent oerson. independent of the financ,al 
controls and procedures. to gi,e an ob1ect,ve view on whether 
internal controls meet the needs of this smaller authonly 

responded to marlers brought to its attention by mtem!II end 
extemel audit 

d lsc/osad eve,yrhing ,t should have about lls business activity 
during the year including events taking place after tile year 
end ,t relevant 

has met afl of ,ts respons,b,lities where. as 9 body 
corporate ii ,s a sole managmg trustee of a local 
trusi or trusts 

• Please provide explanations to the externa l auditor on a separate sheet for each 'No' response and describe 
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual 
Governance Statemenl 

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a 
meeting of the authority on· 

Signed by the Chatr and Clerk of the meeting where 
approval was given· 

13/05/2024 

and recorded as minute reference Chair 

4730 {J) C lerk 

https://hadlowpc.co.uk 

Annual Governance and Accountab11tty Return 2023/24 Form 3 
Local Councils. Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities· 

Page 4 of 6 

Section 1 -Annual Governance Statement 2023/24 

We acknowledge as the members of: 

HADLOW PARISH COUNCIL 

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for 
the preparation of the Accounting Statements . We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with 
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2024, that: 

I 

1 . We have put in place arrangements for effective financial 
management during the year, and for the preparation of 
the accounUng statements 

2. We maintained an adequate syslem of internal control 
,nctuding measures designed lo prevent and detect fraud 
and corrupbon and reviewed ,ts e tfeciiveness . 

3. We look all reasonable steps to assure ourseilles 
Iha! lhere are no matters or actual or potential 
non-compliance with laws regulations and Proper 
Practices that could have a significant Rnanc,al effect 
on the ability of this authority lo conduct , ts 
business or manage its fi n ances. 

4. We provld!!d proper opportunity duririg the year For 
the exercise of electors' nghts in accordance with the 
requ1rernenls of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 

5, We carried out an assessment of lhe risks facing this 
authority and took appropnate steps to manage those 
r i s ks. Including the iniroduct,on or internal controls and/or 
external Insurance cover where requu ed. 

6 . We rnai/ltained throughout the year an adequate and 
effective system of internal audit of the accounbng 
records and control systems 

7 We took appropri a t e action on all matters raisefJ 
in reports from internal and external audit 

8. We considered whether any l i tigation. liabilltles or 
commitments events or transactions. occurring either 
dunng or after the year..;?nd. have a financial impact on 
this authority and where appropriate have Included them 
,n the accounting srataments 

9. (For local councils only) Trusl funds including 
charitable I n our capacity as the sole managing 
trustee we discharged our accou ntab i l ity 
responsibilitie, fOf the fund(s)/assets. including 
ijnancial reporting 3 nd . ,f raquired independent 
examination or audit. 

Ar,,wd 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

1Jrepared Its accounting statements m accordance 
with the Accounts and Audt1 Regulation;;. 

made proper arrangements and accepted res{JOns1bitiry 
ior safeguarding the pu1J(1c money and resources ,n 
rts charge 

nas only done what 11 has the legal power to do and has 
complied wrth Proper Practices In doing so 

during the year gave all persons interested I/le opporlu111/y to 
inspect and ask quas//ons about this authority's accounis. J 
see.. 1 • A�l"ltt. l 11'1.{b�,,.. 
considered and documented the financial and other risks 1t 
feces and dealt with rnem property. 

arranged for a c:ompetenl person, independent of ihe financial 
controls and orocedures. to give an ob1ective view on whe/he, 
internal conrrols meet the needs of this smaller authorily. 
responded 10 matters brought to ,ts attention by m1ern!1/ and 
external audit 

dlsc/osad everything 11 should have about its business actiYity 
during Iha year lncludtng aYents laking place after the year 
end If re/avant 

has me/ all of ,ts respons1b1/it;es where. as s body 
COtporate. ii rs a sole managmg trusiee of a local 
trusl or trusts 

•Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each 'No' response and describe 
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual 
Governance StatemenL 

This Annua l Governance Statement was approved at a 
meeting of the authority on· 

Signed by the Chatr and Clerk of the meeting where 

approval was given : 

13/0512024 

and recorded as minute rererence Chair 

4730 (J) Clerk 
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2023/24 for 

HADLOW PARISH COUNCIL 

Year ending 
31 March 31 M;irch 

aances roug t t 
forward 

2. (+) Precept or Rates and 
Levies 

3. (+) Total other receipts 

4. (·) Staff costs 

5. (-) Loan interesUcap1tal 
repayments 

6 (-) All other payments 

7. (=) Balances carried 
forward 

8. Total value of cash and 
short term investments 

0. Total fixed assets plus 
long term investments 
and assets 

10. Total borrowings 

11 a. Disclosure note re Trust funds 
(including charitable) 

11 b. Disclosure note re Trust funds 
(Including charitable) 

2023 2024 
£ £ 

193,757 210,869 

126,136 126,071 

106,775 107,956 

80,742 101,650 

0 0 

135,057 148,759 

210,869 194,487 

212,240 196,762 

2,271 ,683 2,445,086 

0 0 

Notes and guidance 
Please rouml all figurns to mwIest £1 Do 110/ leave any 
boxes bla11l1 and report £0 or Nil balances All figuros must 
agree to underlymg fmanc,al records 

Total balances and reserves at the beginning of the year 
as recorded in the financial records Value must agree to 
Box 7 of previous year. 

Total amount of precept (or for IDBs rates and /ev,es) 
received or receivable m the year Exclude any grants 
received 

Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook less 
the precept or rates/levies received (line 2) Include any 
grants received. 

Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf 
of all employees. Include gross salaries and wages. 
employers NI contributions. employers pension 
contnbut,ons, gratuities and severance payments. 

Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest 
made dunng the year on the authority's borrowings (if any) 

Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-
book less staff costs (/me 4/ and loan 1nteresr/cap1tal 
repayments (line 5). 

Total balances and reserves at the end of tha year. Must 
equal (1+2T3/ - /4+5+6/ 

The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts. cash 
holdings and short term ,nvestments held as al 31 March -
To agree with bank reconciliation. 

The value of all the property the authority owns - ,t is made 
up of all ,ts iixed assets and long term mvestments as al 
31 March. 

The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans 
from third parties /including PWLB) 

The Council, as a body corporate. acts as sole trustee and 
is responsible for managing Trust funds or assets 

The figures in the accounting statements above 
exclude any Trust transactions 

I certify that for the year ended 31 March 2024 the Accounong 
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability 
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and payments 
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in 

Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities - a 
Practitioners' Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly 

I confirm that these Accounting Statements were 
approved by this authority on this date 

the financial position of this authority. 
Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being 
presented to the authority for approval 

13/05/2024 

~ - ~ -a. ..... 'P,; ., .. - • ' 
as recorded in minute reference ,. 

tt'J&, 4 7,30 (I) a 
Signed by Chair of the meeting where the Accounting 
Statements were approved 

Date 13/05/2024 

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2023/24 Form 3 
Local Councils. Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities· 

Page 5 of 6 

Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2023/24 for 
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repayments (line 5). 

Total balances and reserves at the end of the year. Must 
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t certify that for the year ended 31 March 2024 the AccoumIng 
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Return have been prepared on either a receipts and payments 
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I confirm that these Accounting Statements were 
approved by this authority on lhls date 

the financial position of tliis authority. 
Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being 
presented to the authority for approval 

13/05/2024 

.:'" "�.VA, " ...� �.� - • as recorded in minute reference-· ,. • ��• 

f!&, 4730 (I) 

Signed by Chair of the meeting where the Accounting 
Statements were approved 

Date 13/05/2024 
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HADLOW PARISH COUNOILSEOTION 2-AOOOUNTING STATEMNTS 2023/24 

RESTATED FIGURE: BOX 1 31 Maroh 2023 

Reason: !nth a 2022/28 AGAR Box 1 ior 81 March 2023 read £193,575 which was an 
error as should have been the same es Box 7: 31/3/2022. The figures ware transposed. 

M Stepl<owskl-Parish Clerk and RFO 

HADLOW PARISH COUNOILSEOTION 2-AOOOUNTING STATEMNTS 2023/24 

RESTATED FIGURE: BOX 1 31 Maroh 2023 

Reason: !nth a 2022/28 AGAR Box 1 ior 81 March 2023 read £193,575 which was an 
error as should have been the same es Box 7: 31/3/2022. The figures ware transposed. 

M Stepl<owskl-Parish Clerk and RFO 

HADLOW PARISH COUNOILSEOTION 2-AOOOUNTING STATEMNTS 2023/24 

RESTATED FIGURE: BOX 1 31 Maroh 2023 

Reason: !nth a 2022/28 AGAR Box 1 ior 81 March 2023 read £193,575 which was an 
error as should have been the same es Box 7: 31/3/2022. The figures ware transposed. 

M Stepl<owskl-Parish Clerk and RFO 

HADLOW PARISH COUNOILSECTION 2-AOOOUNTING STATEMNTS 2023/24 

ReSTATEC> FlGUREi BOX 1 31 Maroh 2023 

Reason: lntha 20�2/28 AGAR Box 1 tor 31 March 2023 read £198,575whlch was an 
error as should have been the same as Box 7; 31/3/2022. The figures were tranaposGd. 

M Step!<0Wski-Parish Clerk and RFO 
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