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HADLOW PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Meeting of Hadlow Parish Council duly convened and held on  
Monday 13 October 2025 at 7.30pm 

 
Committee Members Present: Councillors N Collins (Chairperson), O Baldock, E 
Bright, T Burrows, D Carey, M Harvey, J Massy, J Newman  

 
Also in Attendance: M Stepkowski (Parish Clerk& Minute Taker), TMBC Cllr James 

Lark, Hadlow Park Residents Association representative & 2 representatives of the 

HOME Group (Residents group addressing proposed planning developments) 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

4913 To receive apologies, reason, and approval of absences. 
 

 Approved Council absences: No absences. 
 
Other absences noted:  KCC Cllr Sarah Hudson & TMBC Cllr Crisp  

4914 To receive declarations of interests 
 

None. 

4915 To resolve HPC Minutes of the meeting held on 8 September 2025 are a correct 
record 

 Resolved to approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 8 September 
2025. Proposed Cllr Harvey, seconded Cllr Bright and carried unanimously. 

4916 To receive an update of progress of resolutions & matters from the last meeting 
not on current agenda 

4902 (minutes 4898 Conditional Surveys): Conditional & drain surveys have been 
completed and reports awaited.  It had been noted that the drains would require some 
repairs and replacement works and quotes would be sought.  Regarding boundary 
walls and fences Metcalfe & Briggs had suggested Council speak to Edward Prentice 
from Tonbridge who specialises in the investigation of boundaries ahead of Survey 
report completion. This matter was further considered under Motion to Exclude the 
Press and Public. 

 
 4904 KCC report – 30mph extension request on Court Lane 
  

KCC Cllr Hudson had investigated the matter with Highways and received the 
following response from the Community Engagement Project Manager (West): 
 
“I have been advised by our Agreements Team that the extension of the 30mph speed 
limit has been included in the planning requirements for this site, however the 
developer’s consultant is currently looking into how this can be done as there may not 
be enough room to install the street lighting required to make the speed limit 
compliant.  If this is found to be the case, they have been advised they will need to go 
back to TMBC planning to discuss. 
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In terms of implementation, the above will inevitably delay the process but if it were 
possible, the speed limit revisions are likely to be done at the same time as the S278 
works – no timescale can be given for this at the moment due to the aforementioned 
issues.” 

4917 To resolve P&E Minutes of 23 September 2025 are a correct record 
 

Resolved to approve the P&E Minutes of 23 September 2025 as a correct record.  
Proposed Cllr Bright, seconded Cllr Newman and carried unanimously. 

4918 To receive reports from TMBC & KCC  
 

Cllr Lark confirmed that the Local Plan was due to be published for public 
consultation.  Currently there were numerous proposed developments within local 
villages and it was hard to object without the Local Plan in place.  This is a major 
issue for local government members as the Government push for more housing 
developments and the local communities demand protection of rural areas and Green 
Belt.  
 
Concerns were raised that the present regulation and administration of development 
obligations would tend to focus services and facilities in locations away from the 
development areas and accessible only by car. This was noted by Cllr Lark. 
  

4919 Consultations: Tonbridge & Malling Public Space Protection Order Consultation.  
 

“Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council is seeking views on the renewal of its 
Public Space Protection Order (PSPO), which helps tackle anti-social behaviour 
across the borough. 

 
The current PSPO is due to expire in April 2026, and we are proposing to renew the 
existing restrictions while introducing a few additional measures to further support 
community safety. 

 
Proposed Changes 
We intend to retain all current restrictions and add the following: 
•   A new restriction to prevent misuse of catapults. 
•   A new restriction to prevent unauthorised camping in the Memorial Gardens, 

Tonbridge. 
•   A slight amendment to the existing drone restriction, clarifying that       
unauthorised drones must not be launched or landed on any land owned by the 
Borough Council. 

 
We welcome views/feedback from all members of the community including Parish 
Councils, and your feedback will help shape the final version of the PSPO. “ 
 
Members would respond as individuals and Cllr Massy would respond on behalf of 
Council requesting that the new restriction also apply to the Parish Council facilities.  
A suggestion that E Scooters be added would also be passed on. 
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4920 To receive report from PC/PCSO & Community Warden  
 
 No reports received. 
 
4921 To receive Chairman and Clerk’s report 
 

The Clerk confirmed that Worknest would be completing the Fire Inspection reports 
for Hy-Arts, Old School Hall and the Medical Centre during the week in addition to 
setting up prioritised risk assessments on the new software. 

 Community Breakfast is Sunday 19 October 

 Seniors Christmas Lunch is booked for Sunday 14 December 
 
4922 Public Time & Parish Matters 
 

HOME Group, which was a resident group, set up to respond to current and future 
planning developments within the Parish had submitted their response to application 
TM/25/01280/PA Carpenters Lane and provided the meeting with an update. 
 
It was agreed that if the application was tabled on the TMBC Area 2 Planning 
Committee then Council, HOME Group and TMBC representatives would submit 
request to address the committee raising objections to the development. To ensure 
there was no duplication of facts a meeting ahead of time would be held to prepare the 
submissions. 

4923 Correspondence 
a) Hy-Arts – request to set up boxing sessions for youth 

 
A request to run an amateur boxing club at the Hy-Arts lead by a qualified local coach 
was considered by members and the following agreed: 
 
On the proviso insurance certificate and certificates of qualifications were provided to 
Council, hall hire booking and payment schedule completed, and matters related to 
storage and equipment fixings could be agreed then Council were happy for the group 
to proceed at the Hy-Arts Centre. 
 
It was confirmed that the Village Hall also had capacity for the group if required. 
 

4924 To receive reports from representatives of committees and pass such resolutions 
thereon as may be necessary:  

 
 F&GP (Finance & General Purposes Committee) – Cllr Harvey to report 
 

a) To resolve payments to date (appendix a) 
 
Resolved to approve payments to date (Faster payment FP 1733 to FP1765). 
Proposed Cllr Harvey, seconded Cllr Massy and carried unanimously. 
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b) To resolve September accounts (bank reconciliation, income & expenditure, cost 
centre report, bank statement & trial balance 
  
Resolved to approve September accounts in their entirety. Proposed Cllr Harvey, 
seconded Cllr Baldock and carried unanimously. 
 
 

c) To consider and resolve quotation from Evolution Skate Park for annual 
inspection and repairs as highlighted in the January ROSPA report  
 
Resolved to approve the quotation from Evolution Skate Parks for annual inspection, 
repairs and maintenance of the ramps.  Proposed Harvey, Seconded Baldock and 
carried unanimously. 
 

d) To resolve Salvum quotations for Legionella Inspections at Hy-Arts, Old School Hall 
£545 net. 
 
Resolved to decline the quotation due to demand for payment ahead of works which 
is not in line with Council finance procedures and not considered an exceptional 
circumstance. Proposed Cllr Bright seconded Cllr Baldock and carried unanimously. 
 
Resolved to consider the quotation received from Assured Air & Water at a cost of 
c£700.00 net. Proposed Cllr Bright, seconded Cllr Baldock and carried unanimously. 
 
Resolved to approve quotation from Assured Air & Water Ltd providing a more 
comprehensive inspection meeting Council requirements at a cost of c£700 net. 
Proposed Cllr Bright, seconded Cllr Baldock and carried unanimously. 
 

e) To consider and resolve donation requests: 
 
- Hadlow Rural Community School  

 
 Resolved to approve two £25 vouchers to be purchased from local traders. Proposed 
Cllr Newman, seconded Cllr Harvey and carried unanimously. 
 
- Air Ambulance 

 
Resolved to approve donation in the sum of £50.00 (fifty pounds) Proposed Cllr 
Harvey seconded Cllr Baldock and carried unanimously. 
(it was noted that this service was considered as part of the budgetary process) 
 
- Kent County Playing Fields – annual subscription £20 

 
Resolved to pay the £20 (twenty pounds) annual subscription to Kent Couty Playing 
Fields. Proposed Cllr Harvey, seconded Cllr Baldock and carried unanimously. 
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f) To ratify engagement of H&E Tree Services for works in both St Mary’s Churchyard 

and Hadlow Cricket Ground, acknowledging that costs will exceed the existing 
budget code and therefore additional funds will be drawn from the tree earmarked 
reserve. (St Mary’s Churchyard: fell one Lime Tree, remove deadwood one yew tree, 
re-pollard 4 Lime trees east side. Cricket Ground: T1 & T2 English Oaks to remove 
major deadwood. Net cost £2,220.00 
 
Resolved to approve the H&E Tree Services works in both St Mary’s Churchyard and 
Hadlow Cricket Ground, acknowledging that costs will exceed the existing budget 
code and therefore additional funds will be drawn from the tree earmarked reserve. (St 
Mary’s Churchyard: fell one Lime Tree, remove deadwood one yew tree, re-pollard 4 
Lime trees east side. Cricket Ground: T1 & T2 English Oaks to remove major 
deadwood. Net cost £2,220.00. Proposed Cllr Harvey, seconded Cllr Baldock and 
carried unanimously. 

 
g) To resolve purchase of fire protected cabinet for parish office £1438.92 gross. 

 
Resolved to purchase fire protected cabinet for parish office £1438.92 gross. 
Proposed Cllr Harvey, seconded Cllr Newman and carried unanimously. 
 

P&E (Planning & Environment Committee) – Cllr Baldock to report 

a) Planning Applications for consideration: 

• 25/01466/PA - Hunters Lodge, Hadlow Castle, High Street, Hadlow, Tonbridge, 
TN11 0EG. Large Oak situated on boundary - 4m reduction of two major dead limbs to 
mitigate failure and 1.5m reduction of remaining live crown to reduce weight and sail 
effect. HPC No objection. 
 
• 25/01514/PA - Leavers Barn, Maidstone Road, Hadlow, Tonbridge, TN11 0JH.  T1 
- Horse Chestnut - Reduce crown by approx 30% all over. T1 of Tree Preservation 
Order. HPC No objection. 
 
• 25/01520/PA - North Frith, North Frith Park, Hadlow. "T181, Large lime on south 
side of main driveway with extensive decay at base. - Dismantle in sections to near 
ground level. G1 Group of mixed trees along service / Emergency access road on 
southeast side of site.   Lift crowns by approx 2m to enable access for emergency 
vehicles. T1 Small dead Ash by sluice gate. - Fell to near ground level G38 Group of 
mature Ash on woodland edge in southwest corner of south park (approx 10 stems), in 
severe decline with ADB symptoms. - Fell in sections to near ground level T226 
overhanging parking area. - Reduce stems overparking spaces back beyond edge, to 
prevent mess on cars. G2 Group of 12 small Lime surrounding carpark area. - 
Trim/reduce by approx 30cm back to vicinity of previous cuts to maintain size and 
shape for position as formal feature." HPC No objection. 
 
• 25/01512/PA - Bells Farm, 501, Bells Farm Road, Hadlow, TN11 0JR. Details of 
Condition 3 (Roof tiles and weatherboarding) and 4 (Demolition details) submitted 
pursuant to Listed Building Consent TM/24/01717/PA (Listed Building Consent: 
Proposed demolition of existing Pole barn and erection of a detached 2 bay garage to 
Bells Farmhouse). HPC No objection. 
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• 25/01513/PA - Bells Farm, 501, Bells Farm Road, Hadlow, TN11 0JR. Details of 
Condition 3 (Roof tiles and weatherboarding) submitted pursuant to planning 
permission TM/24/01716/PA (Proposed demolition of existing Pole barn and erection 
of a detached 2 bay garage to Bells Farmhouse). HPC No objection. 
 
• 25/01523/PA - 3 James Close, Maidstone Road, Hadlow, Tonbridge, TN11 0LX. We 
wish to have the 20 cupresses face trimmed to remove annual growth and maintain the 
current height. HPC No objection. 

 
4925 To receive reports from representatives of external committees and pass such 

resolutions thereon as may be necessary 

 - Kent Association of Local Councils (KALC|) – Minutes available in Parish Office 

- TMBC Parish Partnership Panel (PPP) – Cllr Bright reported next meeting 20th 
November. 

 Informal Landfill Register – currently only land known to be contaminated is 
recorded in Kent and no other historic or current landfill sites have been 
documented.  Therefore, Cllr Mike Taylor from Borough Green had researched the 
matter and provided an informal landfill register for which collaboration of other 
Councils was required.  Members felt that the document was detailed and thanked 
Cllr Taylor for all his hard work. Cllr Baldock would liaise directly with Cllr Taylor 
if additional information came to light. 

 - TMBC Joint Transportation Board (JTB) – No meeting 

 - TMBC Standards Committee – No meeting  

4926 Motion to Exclude the Press & Public (to enable Council to consider any items on 
the agenda in which significant aspects will be of a confidential and financial 
nature). 

 A motion to exclude the press and public was put forward and resolved.  Proposed 
Cllr Harvey, seconded Cllr Bright and carried unanimously. 

 Commercial & Industrial Property Consultant and Boundary Issue Consultant – 
Edward Prentice 

 Metcalfe & Briggs had recommended Edward Prentice if Council required any 
boundary information in connection with the required five-year Repairs and 
Maintenance Budget. After reviewing the introductory information received and 
associated costs it was agreed that engagement at the current time was premature as 
boundary lines at St Mary’s Churchyard and the eastern side of Old School Hall 
belonged to neighbouring properties.  With regards to these boundaries once the 
conditional building survey from Metcalfe & Briggs was completed the Clerk would 
write to the neighbouring properties notifying them of any concerns raised as to the 
safety of these structures. Cllr Burrows recommended that the boundaries and 
buildings were added to the risk register. 

 There being no further business the meeting closed at 20.32 
 

Date of next meeting: Monday 10 November 2025, 7.30pm at Old School Hall 
 
 

    Signed Date 
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Appendix A 
 
FP         Description    £ 
 
1733 AJG - HPC Annl Insurance on a 3 yr term with Hiscox   7,980.99 

1734 Falon Nameplates - Inv035 - Cemetery Inv834 Case    218.40 

1735 Screwfix - First Aid Sign, Manhole Keys     41.96 

1736 Amazon - Banner Grp Storage Boxes (still be delivered) (dbcd)  20.29 

1736CR InvZEFC received to cancel out InvZEFI Boxes not received -20.29 

1737 Amazon - Printer Cartridges for Clerk (work from home) (dbcd)  28.98 

1738 Post Office - Resend EROBS (db cd)      7.40 

1739 Lloyds Bank Service Chg - Inv650 10/7-9/08/25    8.50 

1740 Post Office - Post Burrows Pecuniary Int to TMBC (dbcd)   3.60 

1741 CP Gardening Svs - Inv22 Grass Cutting Singp & St Mary    385.00 

1742 Screwfix - Inv840 Masonry Bits - to put up bollards    33.25 

1743 4th Platform - Inv11611 Domain Host     174.17 

1744 CPGardening - St Marys Valult       220.00 

1745 Amazon - INXI Storage Boxes: FP1736 cancelled await refund (dbcd) 34.99 

1746 EJP Fire Protect - Inv49199 Fire Alarm & Emerg Light HOS/MC/HY 798.00 

1747 Sevenoaks Oven /Cleaning - Inv1979 Hyarts     80.00 

1748 Amazon - KPCM Display Ltd - Self Adhesive Asbestos Caution Stickers 8.57 

1749 Sevenoaks Oven Cleaning - HOS      120.00 

1750 Clerk - Ping Insurance Reimburse - Truck Breakdown Cover  34.99 

1751 KCS - Cleaning Products I0274      95.11 

1752 Zest Cleaning - Hall Cleaning Sept + Clean Products   999.00 

1753 Landall - Inv411 Copier Usage 26/8-25/9     43.56 

1754 Npower - Eon Xmas Light Elect 2025 Inv6936    52.11 

1755 MFG Three Elm Lane – Fuel Minibus DK19     41.43 

1756 MFG Three Elm Lane – Fuel Minibus HV24     75.74 
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1757 SMB Records - Inv4279 Paper Console      45.60 

1758 CP Gardening Svs - Inv2025-25 Sept Grass Cutting  St Marys & Signpost 325.00 

1759 Kent Grassland Svs - Inv3942 Sept Grass Cutting Cem & W/F  888.00 

1760 King & Sons Kent Ltd  - Inv6807 Allotment Skip    300.00 

1761 Everday Play - Inv1775 Balance of S106 Surfacing Signpost Field  540.72 

1762 AK Plumbing & Heating - Inv1629 Annual Boiler Service  HOS  80.00 

1763 AK Plumbing & Heating - Inv1 Annual Boiler Service Hy Arts  80.00 

1764 4th Platform - Inv11694 - Computer Admin Desktop Complete Nov-Jan 601.44 

1765 Kent Association Of Local Councils - Inv0373 Cllr T Burrows Course 60.00 
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